Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 0 1 GENEVA 10163 29 1 5 1 5Z 

ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CPR-01 L-03 USIA-06 AID-05 AF-08 ARA-06 
EA-07 EUR- 12 NEA-10 FS-01 ABF-01 /074 W 

291713Z 021635/43 

R 291456Z DEC 76 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4376 
INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GENEVA 10163 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AORG, PORG, UN, XG, CA, XA 

SUB J : APPLICABILITY OF MINIMUM WAGE TO FOREIGN DOMESTIC 
EMPLOYEES OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION STAFF 
MEMBERS IN HOST COUNTRY 

REF: STATE 31 1189 

1 . FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS PROVIDED BY SWISS MISSION 
IN GENEVA IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS POSED IN REFTEL: 

(A) THERE IS NO MINIMUM WAGE LAW IN SWITZERLAND. (B) 

THERE ARE NO REQUIREMENTS REGARDING FOREIGN DOMESTICS. 
SWITZERLAND HAS NOT AS YET APPLIED APPLICABLE SECTIONS 
OF VIENNA CONVENTION REGARDING SOCIAL SECURITY REQUIRE- 
MENTS FOR FOREIGN DOMESTICS, BUT FORESEES CHANGING SWISS 
LAW IN NEAR FUTURE SO THAT FOREIGN DOMESTICS WILL BE 
COVERED BY SWISS SOCIAL INSURANCE LAW. (C) NOT 
APPLICABLE. (D) NOT APPLICABLE. (E) THERE IS NO 
MINIMUM WAGE LEGISLATION OF ANY KIND IN SWITZERLAND. 

(F) NO. 

2. CONCERNING PARA 2 REFTEL ARGUMENT OF UN LEGAL 
OFFICE, SWISS MISSION OPINES THAT THIS LINE OF REASONING 
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IS WITHOUT ANY LEGAL MERIT, AND WOULD BE SO CONSIDERED 
IF SIMILAR CASE SHOULD BECOME AN ISSUE IN SWITZERLAND. 
CATTO 
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